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Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath has pronounced
the order in the matter heard by the Bench
comprising Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath and His

Lordship.

The court issued the following directions

“23. In exercise of the powers under
Articles 32 and 142 of the Constitution of
India, and in furtherance of the
constitutional mandate under Article 21,
this Court hereby issues the following

directions: -



A. The Union of India shall, if not
already constituted, constitute the
Committee proposed by it within a
period of two weeks from the date of

this order.

B. The Committee so constituted
shall wundertake a holistic and
comprehensive examination of all
issues relating to unethical
pharmaceutical marketing practices,
including the adequacy of the
existing statutory and regulatory
framework, the efficacy of the

mechanisms presently in place for

monitoring, oversight and
enforcement, and the measures
required to ensure greater
transparency, accountability and

effective compliance, with a view to
strengthening the regulatory
framework and safeguarding the

larger public interest.

C. The Committee shall take into
consideration the material already
placed on record before this Court
by the petitioners and the
intervenors, and shall also afford
them a reasonable opportunity to
place before it their respective
views, suggestions and concerns. The
Committee shall also provide an
appropriate opportunity to other
stakeholders concerned with the
subject matter to place their



representations, so as to enable a
comprehensive and informed
consideration of all aspects of the

issues under examination.

D. The Committee shall duly
consider the suggestions,
representations and concerns placed
before it by the petitioners, the
intervenors and other stakeholders,
and shall, upon an objective and
comprehensive consideration thereof,
make 1its recommendations to the
Union of India regarding the
appropriate regulatory and/or
statutory framework for effectively
regulating pharmaceutical marketing
practices, keeping in view the need
for transparency, accountability and

effective enforcement.

E. For the purposes of undertaking
an informed, comprehensive and
objective examination of the issues,
the Committee shall be at liberty to
seek the assistance of such
technical, professional and domain
experts, institutions or bodies as
it may consider necessary, and may
obtain such expert inputs as may be
required for a proper appreciation
of the regulatory, medical,
pharmaceutical and other relevant
aspects arising for its

consideration.

F. The Committee shall endeavour



to complete the entire exercise in a
time-bound manner and submit its
recommendations to the Union of
India within a period of two months
from the date of its first meeting,
after duly undertaking the
consultative process and considering
the material and suggestions placed

before it.

G. The Union of India shall, upon
receipt of the recommendations of
the Committee, duly consider the
same and take an appropriate and
reasoned decision at the earliest,
having regard to the constitutional
mandate wunder Article 21 of the
Constitution of India and the larger
public interest involved in ensuring
ethical, transparent and accountable

pharmaceutical marketing practices.

24. The Union of 1India shall file a
compliance affidavit before this Court,
setting out the steps taken pursuant to the
aforesaid directions, including the
constitution of the Committee, the date of
its first meeting, the manner in which the
consultative process has been undertaken,
and the progress made towards completion of
the exercise. The affidavit shall also
place on record the recommendations of the
Committee and the decision taken thereon by
the Union of 1India, together with the
further measures proposed to be undertaken
for strengthening the regulatory framework



governing pharmaceutical marketing
practices. The compliance affidavit shall
be filed within two weeks of the expiry of
the period prescribed for completion of the

exercise by the Committee.”

List on 29*" January, 2027, as Part-Heard, for
consideration of the compliance affidavit to be filed
by the Union of 1India, in terms of the signed

reportable order.
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