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PRESS RELEASE

Castrol India launches first skilling centre under its flagship CSR
programme ‘Ujjwal Kal’ in Kolkata

o New centre to equip the city’s youth with future-ready skills and create pathways to
sustainable livelihoods

Kolkata, 1 October 2026: Castrol India Limited, in association with Smile Foundation, today
unveiled its first Ujjwal Kal skilling centre in Kolkata, aimed at equipping young adults from
economically disadvantaged communities build industry-relevant skills and connecting them to
opportunities for employment and sustainable livelihoods.

Located at the Smile Foundation STeP Centre in Santoshpur, Kolkata, the centre will offer training
in digital technologies, Atrtificial Intelligence (Al), retail, and beauty & wellness, alongside
communication, communication readiness and digital literacy. The learners will also receive
recognized certificates and placement assistance.

‘Ujjwal Kal’, Castrol India’s flagship CSR initiative, focuses on strengthening livelihoods through
youth upskilling, women empowerment and community development. Launched in 2021, the
programme has a particular focus on improving access to opportunities for young women and
underserved communities.

Speaking about the initiative, Mr. Saugata Basuray, Managing Director, Castrol India Limited,
said, “Castrol India has always believed that talent is universal, but access to opportunity is not.
Through Ujjwal Kal, we are working to bridge that gap by giving youth the skills, confidence, and
support to build better futures for themselves and their families. The launch of our first skilling
center in Kolkata is an important step in that journey, particularly in creating greater opportunities
for young women. As the world of work continues to evolve, enabling young adults to participate
meaningfully in it can create an impact that goes well beyond the individual.”

In 2025, Ujjwal Kal’s initiatives across in education, upskilling, and healthcare benefited close to
5,000 individuals.The programme primarily targets individuals aged 18-28, with young women
currently accounting for nearly 85% of participants. It aims to achieve a 50-55% of graduates to
secure direct employment or pursue self-employment opportunities.

About Castrol India Limited

Castrol India Limited, is a leading and trusted lubricant manufacturer with over 115-years of presence in India. With a
strong focus on evolving consumer needs and changing mobility trends, the company continues to adapt its portfolio
and offerings to stay ahead of the market. Known for its innovation, and high-performance products, Castrol offers a
wide range of engine oils, transmission fluids, and industrial lubricants with products such as Castrol CRB, Castrol
GTX, Castrol Activ, Castrol MAGNATEC, Castrol EDGE, Castrol POWER1 and Rustilo. Serving various sectors
including automotive, mining, machinery, and wind energy, Castrol India operates three blending plants and a wide
distribution network of over 150,000 retail outlets nationwide. Globally, Castrol has been driving technological
advancements for over 125 years. For more information, please visit www.castrol.co.in.

For more on this, please get in touch with:
Himanshu Pandey | himanshu.pandey@genesis-bcw.com| +91 8655195558
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