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Annual Basic Statistical Return (BSR)-1 on Credit by Scheduled Commercial Banks – 

March 2026 
 
     Today, the Reserve Bank released the web publication ‘Annual Basic Statistical Return 

(BSR)-1 on Credit by Scheduled Commercial Banks – March 2026’1 on its ‘Database on 

Indian Economy’ (DBIE) portal 2  (https://data.rbi.org.in Homepage > Publications). The 

publication provides information on various characteristics of outstanding bank credit in 

India, based on data submitted by SCBs {including Regional Rural Banks (RRBs)} under 

the annual ‘Basic Statistical Return (BSR) – 1’ system, which collects information on type 

of account, organisation, occupation/activity and category of the borrower, district and 

population group 3 of the place of utilisation of credit, rate of interest, credit limit and 

amount outstanding. Further, a new data series presenting district level gender wise 

information on outstanding credit to individuals is included in the publication from this 

round. 

Highlights: 

• Bank credit growth4 (y-o-y) increased to 14.1 per cent as on end-March 2026 from 

11.1 per cent a year ago (Chart I). 

 
1 The previous annual BSR-1 series results on credit by SCBs (including RRBs) for March 2025 were released on the RBI website on May 30, 2025; 
the aggregates from quarterly BSR-1 for SCBs (other than RRBs) are being released regularly since December 2014. Accordingly, quarterly 
publication for March 2026 is also released (web-link: - https://data.rbi.org.in >Homepage > Publications>Basic Statistical Return (BSR)-1 - 
(Quarterly) - Outstanding Credit of Scheduled Commercial Banks) along with the annual BSR-1 March 2026. 
2 Banking aggregates based on fortnightly Form-A Return (collected under Section 42(2) of the RBI Act, 1934) as on end-March 2026 were 
published earlier at our website (https://data.rbi.org.in>Home>Statistics>Data Release>Fortnightly>Scheduled Bank's Statement of Position in 
India) and aggregate level monthly data on sectoral deployment of bank credit for March 2026, reported by select major banks, were also 
released on the website (Home>Statistics>Data Releases>Monthly> Data on Sectoral Deployment of Bank Credit). 
3 Population group criteria used for BSR is based on population size of respective revenue centre, as per census 2011, where branches of SCBs are 
operating and classified as: a) 'Rural' (population less than 10,000), b) 'Semi-urban' (population of 10,000 to less than 1 lakh), c) 'Urban' 
(population of 1 lakh to less than 10 lakhs), d) 'Metropolitan' (population of 10 lakhs and above).   
4 Reference date for BSR-1 is last day of the quarter. The growth figures used for comparison pertaining to March 2024 are adjusted of impact of 
merger of a non-bank with a bank with effect from July 1, 2023. 

�ेस �काशनी PRESS RELEASE  

 

                                                       

भारतीय �रज़वर् बैंक  
RESERVE BANK OF INDIA  

वेबसाइट : www.rbi.org.in/hindi सचंार िवभाग, क��ीय कायार्लय, शहीद भगत �संह मागर्, फोटर्, मंुबई - 400 001 
Website : www.rbi.org.in Department of Communication, Central Office, Shahid Bhagat Singh Marg, Fort,  

ई-मले/email : helpdoc@rbi.org.in Mumbai - 400 001 फोन/Phone: 022 - 2266 0502 

https://data.rbi.org.in/
https://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/Pr_DataRelease.aspx?SectionID=354&DateFilter=YearMonth_PR
https://data.rbi.org.in/
https://data.rbi.org.in/
https://www.rbi.org.in/Scripts/BS_StatisticsDisplay.aspx
https://www.rbi.org.in/Scripts/BS_StatisticsDisplay.aspx
https://www.rbi.org.in/Scripts/Data_Sectoral_Deployment.aspx
mailto:helpdoc@rbi.org.in


2 
 

 
• In line with the monetary policy actions during FY 2025-26, the share of loans 

bearing interest rates of less than 9 per cent increased to 64.2 per cent as on end-

March 2026 from 43.9 per cent a year ago. 

• Credit growth (y-o-y) across all population groups, viz., rural, semi-urban, urban and 

metropolitan, exhibited sustained expansion, maintaining double-digit growth as on 

end-March 2026. The respective shares of lending by rural, semi-urban, urban and 

metropolitan bank branches stood at 9.4 per cent, 14.5 per cent, 17.9 per cent and 

58.2 per cent. 

• Private sector banks witnessed increase in credit growth (y-o-y) to 12.3 per cent as 

on end-March 2026 from 9.5 per cent a year earlier. While their counterpart public 

sector banks recorded higher credit growth than headline credit growth. Small 

finance banks continued to sustain higher credit growth, expanding their total credit 

share to 1.6 per cent from 1.0 per cent in March 2021. 

• Personal loans5 growth (y-o-y) moderated to 12.9 per cent as on end-March 2026, 

falling below overall credit growth after consistently outpacing it over the past several 

years (Chart I). The share of personal loans within total credit remained significant 

and stood at 30.7 per cent. 

• Loans to private corporate sector accounted for more than one fourth of total bank 

credit and grew (y-o-y) by 15.5 per cent as on end-March 2026 from 11.9 per cent a 

year ago. 

• Credit growth (y-o-y) in the agriculture and industrial sectors increased to 14.4 per 

cent and 12.0 per cent, respectively, as on end-March 2026 from 8.1 per cent and 

9.4 per cent a year ago. Their shares in total bank credit stood at 12.9 per cent and 

22.4 per cent, respectively, as on end-March 2026. 

 
5 Personal loans include housing, education, vehicle, personal credit cards, consumer durables and other personal loans. 
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• Borrowings by the household sector increased by 14.3 per cent (y-o-y) as on end-

March 2026. The sector’s share in total bank credit stood at 58.6 per cent and 

accounted for about three fifths of the incremental credit during FY 2025-26. 

• The share of individuals in total bank credit remained at 47.8 per cent as on end-

March 2026. Within this segment, the share of female borrowers stood at 24.7 per 

cent, marginally up from 23.8 per cent a year ago. 

• The share of term loans6 in total bank credit stood at 62.8 per cent as on end-March 

2026. Within term loans, the share of loans bearing interest rates of less than 10 per 

cent stood at 80.2 per cent. 

 
 
                                                                                                                Ajit Prasad 
Press Release: 2026-2027/352                                                  Deputy General Manager  

                                                                                                    (Communications)                     

 
6 Term loans include medium-term loans (loans and advances granted for a period of above 1 year and up to and inclusive of 3 years) and long-
term loans (loans and advances for a period of above 3 years).  


