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ORDER

Heard learned counsel for the parties.

2. Dr. Swapna Liddle, who has been involved in the
present proceedings at the request of the Court, has
submitted a report in terms of our order dated
13.04.2026. She has suggested certain immediate steps
which can be taken. Moreover, some facts have been

disclosed enclosing photographs, which indicate that
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despite there being prohibitory orders concerning
certain ancient structures, there is not only rampant
encroachment, but also pilferage and damage to the
structures. Some examples have also been brought on
record by way of photographs. Further, some monuments
which are now in the possession of Delhi Golf Club,
Panchsheel Public School in Sadhana Enclave, etc.,
seem to be totally neglected.

3. We are surprised as to how in the first place,
such sites are given to private entities and most
strikingly, the monuments which are now part of the
Delhi Golf Club and which according to the Tlearned
counsel appearing on behalf of the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC), the 1lessee of the area,
i.e., the Delhi Golf Club has to maintain such
structures, which we find from the photographs
enclosed, have been totally neglected. Still the NDMC
has chosen to turn a blind eye by not maintaining
vigilance or supervision to ensure that the Tlessee,
i.e., the Delhi Golf Club, discharges its obligation
to fully maintain the structures. We find such
conduct to be a case of gross negligence and
abdication, also reflecting casualness. Accordingly,
we pass the following directions:

(a) The Commissioner of Police, Delhi, is
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directed to instruct all the local SHOs of the
areas, which are either protected or fall in the
category of heritage places of historical
importance, are protected 1in all respects,
including encroachment, theft/mutilation/
vandalization. Any dereliction of duty on the
part of the concerned Police of such structures
would lead to suspension of the SHO of the area
concerned. The Commissioner of Police and the
concerned DCP of the area shall be personally
liable to ensure such compliance. If we find that
this order is not complied with or any Officer is
shielded, the Commissioner of Police as also the
Deputy Commissioner of Police shall be personally
liable for appropriate action by this Court.

(b) We also deem it appropriate to direct that
the Chairperson, NDMC, shall be physically
present in Court on the next date of 1listing,
along with his show cause to explain as to why he
has not maintained his supervision with regard to
ensuring that whatever structures have been
leased out to any person(s)/body, such
person(s)/body complies with the requirement of
maintaining such structures in a good condition.

(c) The Government of NCT of Delhi shall also
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explain as to under what circumstances the
Kharbooze Ka Gumbad 1in Sheikh Sarai, which is
said to have been built in the year 1397 was
settled with a private school, i.e., Panchsheel
Public School in Sadhana Enclave and also, what
conditions were imposed for proper
preservation/maintenance of such structures and
if what is shown in the photographs is true, then
why the authorities did not take appropriate
steps to ensure that the 1lessee or the
person(s)/body to whom the place was settled kept
the said structure in good condition.

4. List on 11.05.2026 at 1.00 p.m.

(POOJA SHARMA) (ANJALI PANWAR)
AR-CUM-PS ASSISTANT REGISTRAR



		2026-05-06T11:43:45+0530
	POOJA SHARMA




