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               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(s)(Civil)  No(s).  562/2009

SAMAJ PARIVARTANA SAMUDAYA & ORS.                  Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

STATE OF KARNATAKA & ORS.                          Respondent(s)

1. I.A. No. 225561/2023 (Application for directions) 2. I.A.  NO
170903/2025 (Impleadment) 3. I.A.  No.  48719/2024(Application  for
directions) 4. I.A.  NO  88854  &  88855  &  88856/2025  (Permission,
Impleadment and Direction) 5. I.A.  NO  136808,  136809,  136810/2025
(Permission, Impleadment and Direction) 6. I.A.  NO  15317  &
32854/2026 (Early Hearing) 7. I.A.  NO  162768/2025  (Direction)  8.
I.A. No. 85163/2020 (Application for Directions) 9. I.A.  NO
180996/2024 (Permission to file additional documents) 10. IA.  NO
78351/2025, 264328/2025 (Direction &Permission to file Additional
Documents) 11. I.A.  NO  231880,  231882  &  231881/2024  (Permission,
Direction & O.T.) 12. I.A.  NO  233244,  233893  &  233895/2025
(Direction, Permission, Impleadment) 13. I.A.  No.  172165/2023
(Permission to file Directions) 14. I.A. NOS. 56287 & 56284/2023
(Directions & Permission to file Directions) 15. I.A.  NO
235188/2025  (Direction)  THE  FOLLOWING  ADVOCATES  MAY  BE  SHOWN
AGAINST THIS MATTER : MR. SHYAM DIVAN, SR. ADVOCATE (A.C.), MR.
SIDDHARTH CHOWDHARY, ADVOCATE (A.C.), MR. SUDIPTO SIRCAR, ADVOCATE
(A.C.), MR. PRASHANT BHUSAN, ADV. 1. MR. JAYANT MOHAN, ADV. 2. MR.
KUMAR DUSHYANT SINGH, ADV. 3. MR. SHUBHRANSHU PADHI, ADV. 4. MS.
SURBHI MEHTA, ADV. 5. MR. RITU RAJ BISWAS, ADV. 6. MR. ISHANT
GEORGE,  ADV.  7.  MR.  RANJAN  KUMAR  PANDEY,  ADV.  8.  MR.  VARDHMAN
KAUSHIK, ADV. 9. MR. YASHRAJ SINGH DEORA, ADV. 10. M/S. NULI AND
NULI, ADVS. 11. MR. V.N. RAGHUPATHY, ADV. 12. M/S. LEX REGIS LAW
OFFICES, ADVS. 13. MR. RANJEET SINGH, ADV. 14. M/S. KHAITAN AND
CO., ADVS. 15. MR. SANCHIT GARGA, ADV. 
 
WITH

Diary No(s). 54622/2026 (PIL-W)

Date : 29-09-2026 This petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :  HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI
         HON'BLE MRS. JUSTICE V. MOHANA

Mr. Shyam Divan, Sr. Advocate (A.C.) 
Mr. Siddharth Chowdhary, Adv. (A.C.) 
Mr. Sudipto Sircar, AOR (A.C.)
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For Petitioner(s) :Mr. Prashant Bhushan- 515, AOR
                   Mr. Anurag Tiwary, Adv.

Mr. R. Nedumaran, Sr. Adv.
Ms. A. Sumathi, Adv.
Mr. P. Srinivasan, AOR
Mr. Amith, Adv.

                                      
For Respondent(s) :Mr. P. S. Sudheer- 1603, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Kapil Sibal, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Vikas Singh, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Gaurav Sharma, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Jayant Mohan-1910, AOR
                   Mr. Dhawal Mohan, Adv.
                   Ms. Deepika Kalia, Adv.
                   Ms. Manisha Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Adya Shree Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Sudeep Chandra, Adv.
                   Ms. Khushi, Adv.
                   Mr. Priyanshu Teotia, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Dinesh Kumar Garg- 169, AOR
                   Mr. Dhananjay Garg, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhishek Garg, Adv.
                   Mr. Harsh Kumar Agarwal, Adv.
                   Mr. P. K. Bajaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Pradeep Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Mahesh Gupta, Adv.
                   Mr. Tanuj Gulati, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Merusagar Samantaray- 1694, AOR
                   Mrs. Vaijayanthi Girish- 1693, AOR
                   Mr. Kumar Dushyant Singh- 2220, AOR
                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy- 1281, AOR
                   Mr. Kunal Verma- 1724, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Neeraj Shekhar, AOR
                   Mrs. Kshama Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajesh Maurya, Adv.
                   Mr. Ujjwal Ashutosh, Adv.
                   Mr. Ritwik Prasad, Adv.
                   Mr. Amrendra Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Minakshi Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Prakash Kumar Singh- 1519, AOR
                   
                   Mr. K M Nataraj, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Sudarshan Lamba, AOR
                   Ms. Indira Bhakar, Adv.
                   Mr. Shubhranshu Padhi, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajat Nair, Adv.
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                   Ms. Vimla Sinha, Adv.
                   Mr. B K Satija, Adv.
                   Mr. Pranay Ranjan, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajeeva Ranjan Rajesh, Adv.
                                      
                   Ms. A. Sumathi- 1585, AOR
                                                         
                   Mr. K.M. Natraj, A.S.G.
                   Mrs. Shradha Deshmukh, Adv.
                   Mr. Shubranshu Padhi, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajat Nair, Adv.
                   Mr. T.S. Sabarish, Adv.
                   Mr. S.N.terdal (aor), Adv.
                   Mr. Rajesh Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. R.R. Rajesh, Adv.
                   Mr. Shailesh Madiyal, Adv.
                   Mr. Dr. N Visakamurthy (aor), Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria- 2324, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ranjit Kumar, Sr. Adv.
                   Ms. Ruchi Kohli, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Ankur S. Kulkarni, Adv.
                   Mr. Nirnimesh Dube, Adv.
                   Mr. Anirudh Anand, Adv.
                   Ms. Uditha Chakravarthy, Adv.
                   Mr. Debdeep Banerjee, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhay Singh Yadav, Adv.
                   M/s Lex Regis Law Offices, AOR
                   
                   Mrs. Anil Katiyar- 50, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Krishnan Venugopal, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Sanjeev K. Kapoor, Adv.
                   Mr. Avirat Kumar, Adv.
                   Ms. Sania Abbasi, Adv.
                   M/s Khaitan & Co., AOR
                   
                   Mr. Chandra Prakash- 1924, AOR
                   Mr. Raj Bahadur Yadav- 2771, AOR
                   Mrs. Sudha Gupta- 1234, AOR
                   
                   M/S.  Parekh & Co.- 1370, AOR
                   Mr. Sumit Goel, Adv.
                   Ms. Swati Bhardwaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Samaiya, Adv.
                   
                   Mrs. Anjani Aiyagari- 1155, AOR
                   Mr. Munawwar Naseem- 1906, AOR
                   Mr. Chanchal Kumar Ganguli- 1285, AOR
                   Mr. Adarsh Upadhyay- 1776, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Adviteeya, Adv.
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                   Mr. Rakesh K. Sharma, AOR
                                      
                   Mr. K.M. Nataraj, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Shubranshu Padhi, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajat Nair, Adv.
                   Mr. Kanu Agrawal, Adv.
                   Ms. Suhashini Sen, Adv.
                   Mr. S.K. Singhania, Adv.
                   Mr. T.S. Sabarish, Adv.
                   Mr. Ashok Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Gopi Chand, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind Kumar Sharma, AOR
                   Dr. Arun Kumar Yadav, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Bhargava V. Desai, AOR
                   Mr. Shivam Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Prakriti Rastogi, Adv.
                   Ms. Surbhi Tuli, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Abhishek Sharma- 2061, AOR
                   Mr. Anil Kumar Mishra-i- 1731, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ankur S. Kulkarni, AOR
                   Ms. Uditha Chakravarthy, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhay Singh Yadav, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. G. N. Reddy- 1643, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Gaichangpou Gangmei, AOR
                   Mr. Arjun D. Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Kamei Bestman Kabui, Adv.
                   Mr. Sachu G, Adv.
                   
                   M/S.  A P & J Chambers- 1552, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Devadatt Kamat, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Nishanth Patil, A.A.G.

Mr. Shashi Kiran Shetty, A.G.
Ms. Bhumi Agarwal, Adv.
Mr. Awanish Gupta, Adv.
Mr. Abhishek Gupta, Adv.
Ms. Harshita Jain, Adv.
Ms. Vaishnavi R. Patil, Adv.

                   Mr. Sanchit Garga, AOR
                   Mr. Shashwat Jaiswal, Adv.
                   Mr. Arijit Dey, Adv.
                   Ms. Diksha Arora, Adv.
                   Ms. Ranjeeta Rohatgi- 1723, AOR
                   Mr. Samir Ali Khan- 1657, AOR
                   Mrs. Kirti Renu Mishra- 900, AOR
                   Mr. Shubhranshu Padhi- 2271, AOR
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                   Mr. Krishnan Venugopal, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Balaji Srinivasan, AOR
                   Mr. Parikshit Pitale, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Vikas Mehta- 1435, AOR
                   M/S. Karanjawala & Co.- 1707, AOR
                   
                   Dr. Sushil Balwada- 1340, AOR
                   Mr. Sandiv Kalia, Adv.
                   Mr. Srilok Nath Rath, Adv.
                   Mr. Vikrant Badesra, Adv.
                   Mr. Lalit Mehra, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Akhil Anand- 1967, AOR
                   Mr. Rajeev Maheshwaranand Roy- 1970, AOR
                   Mr. Prashant Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. A. Raghunath- 1232, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Snehasish Mukherjee- 1817, AOR
                   Mr. Maneesh, Adv.
                   Mr. Asit Kumar Roy, Adv.
                   Mr. Tamal Sanyal, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhaskar Malakar, Adv.
                   Mr. Vishal Agarwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajesh Kanwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Mahesh Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Manjula Gupta- 1043, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Guntur Pramod Kumar- 2788, AOR
                   Ms. Prerna Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Keshav Singh, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. K.M. Nataraj, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Gurmeet Singh Makker, AOR
                   Mr. Shubranshu Padhi, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajat Nair, Adv.
                   Mr. Shailesh Madiyal, Adv.
                   Mr. Kanu Agrawal, Adv.
                   Ms. Suhasini Sen, Adv.
                   Mr. S.k.singhania, Adv.
                   Mr. T.s.sabarish, Adv.
                   Mr. Rohan Gupta, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Rohini Musa- 1907, AOR
                   M/S. Aura & Co.- 2040, AOR
                   Mr. A. Raghunath- 1232, AOR
                   Mr. Ishaan George- 2976, AOR
                   
                   Mr. K.M. Nataraj, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Shubranshu Padhi, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajat Nair, Adv.
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                   Mr. Kanu Agrawal, Adv.
                   Ms. Suhashini Sen, Adv.
                   Mr. S.K. Singhania, Adv.
                   Mr. T.S. Sabarish, Adv.
                   Mr. Ashok Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Gopi Chand, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind Kumar Sharma, AOR
                   Dr. Arun Kumar Yadav, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Anupam Lal Das, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Raktim Gogoi, Adv.
                   Mr. Amit Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Kartikeya Singh, AOR
                   Ms. Akshita Nigam, Adv.
                   Mr. Kanhaiya Singla, Adv.
                   Mr. Anirudh Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Gayatri Gokulakrishnan, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Pranaya Kumar Mohapatra- 2358, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Mahesh Thakur, AOR
                   Mr. Narveer Yadav, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddhartha Sati, Adv.
                                                         
                   Mr. Anand Sanjay M Nuli, Sr. Adv.
                   Ms. Akhila Wali, Adv.
                   Mr. Nanda Kumar K B, Adv.
                   M/S.  Nuli & Nuli- 2021, AOR
                   
                   Mr. K.M. Nataraj, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Shubranshu Padhi, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajat Nair, Adv.
                   Mr. Kanu Agrawal, Adv.
                   Ms. Suhashini Sen, Adv.
                   Mr. S.K. Singhania, Adv.
                   Mr. T.S. Sabarish, Adv.
                   Mr. Amrish Kumar, AOR
                   Dr. Arun Kumar Yadav, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Ranjit Kumar, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. K N Phanindra, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Sahil Tagotra, AOR
                   Ms. Shreya Kasera, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhishek Pandey, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. E. C. Agrawala- 177, AOR
                   
                   Mr. R. Venkataramani, Attorney General for India
                   Mr. K. Raghavacharyulu, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Kailash Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Ranjeet Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Krishna Yadav, Adv.
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                   Ms. Yamika Khanna, Adv.
                   Ms. K. Bharathi, Adv.
                   Mr. Sanjay Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Ketan Joshi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. S. S. Shroff- 710, AOR
                   
                   Mr. R. Venkataramani, Attorney General for India
                   Mr. K. Raghavacharyulu, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Kailash Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Ranjeet Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Krishna Yadav, Adv.
                   Ms. Yamika Khanna, Adv.
                   Ms. K. Bharathi, Adv.
                   Mr. Sanjay Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Ketan Joshi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy- 1281, AOR
                                      
                   Mr. Anand Sanjay M Nuli, Sr. Adv.
                   Ms. Akhila Wali, Adv.
                   Mr. Nanda Kumar K B, Adv.
                   M/S.  Nuli & Nuli- 2021, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Gaichangpou Gangmei, AOR
                   Mr. Arjun D. Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Kamei Bestman Kabui, Adv.
                   Mr. Sachu G, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Hetu Arora Sethi- 1419, AOR
                   Mr. Pulkit Tare- 2610, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Aastha Mehta, Adv.
                   Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka- 2618, AOR
                   
                   Mrs. Anil Katiyar- 50, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sameer Abhyankar- 2516, AOR
                   Mr. Aryan Srivastava, Adv.
                   Mr. Krishna Rastogi, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Krishnan Venugopal, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Sanjeev K. Kapoor, Adv.
                   Mr. Avirat Kumar, Adv.
                   Ms. Sania Abbasi, Adv.
                   M/s Khaitan & Co., AOR
                                      
                   Mr. Sudipto Sircar- 3276, AOR
                                      
                   Mr. Siddhartha Dave, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Rituraj Biswas- 2677, AOR
                   Mr. Mayan Prasad, Adv.
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                   Ms. Sujaya Bardhan, Adv.
                   Mr. Aayush Garg, Adv.
                   Mr. Nayan Dham, Adv.
                   Mr. Yusuf Tariq, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Vardhman Kaushik, AOR
                   Mr. Dhruv Joshi, Adv.
                   Mr. Arindam Sarin, Adv.  

Mr. Pawan Kumar Saxena, Adv.
Mr. Charan Dass, Adv.
Mr. Balajee Kotgire, Adv.
Mr. Abhineet Kumar Singh, Adv.
Ms. Prema Kumari Gupta, Adv.

Mr. Basa Mithun Shashank, Adv.
Mr. Manish Tiwari, AOR                          

          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following

                             O R D E R

IA No.199419/2025

1. This interlocutory application was disposed of by this Court

vide order dated 08.09.2026, in the following terms:

“1. Since the core issue that requires determination
is whether the subject leased land is revenue land or
forest area, and vide Order dated 13.11.2019, such an
issue has been remanded by this Court for adjudication
to Karnataka High Court; this application is disposed
of with a request to the High Court to take up the
pending issue and make an endeavour to decide the same,
preferably  within  three  months.  The  application
accordingly stands disposed of.”

2. Mr. Shyam Divan, learned Senior Counsel and Amicus Curiae, has

submitted a note to recall/modify the afore-stated order,  inter

alia, pointing out that the question as to whether the subject land

is ‘revenue land’ or ‘forest land’ has already been authoritatively

determined by a Division Bench of the Karnataka High Court vide

judgment dated 13.03.2020 passed in Writ Petition No. 29328 of 2018

(Sri B.R. Ganapathi Singh v. State of Karnataka).  He has further

8



pointed  out  that  SLP  (Civil)  No.  946/2021,  preferred  by  the

petitioner against the dismissal of his writ petition, was also

rejected by this Court vide order dated 16.11.2021.

3. It further appears that the following four writ petitions are

still pending in the Karnataka High Court, where we are informed

that  the  same  question,  namely,  whether  the  disputed  land  is

‘revenue land’ or ‘forest land’ arises for consideration:

(i) W.P. No. 4254/2021

(ii) W.P. No. 29336/2018

(iii) W.P. No. 33051/2018

(iv) W.P. No. 33820/2018

4. We, thus, dispose of the instant application with a request to

Hon’ble the Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court to list the

afore-stated  writ  petitions  for  hearing  before  an  appropriate

Bench, especially in light of the decision dated 13.03.2020 of the

High Court in B.R. Ganapathi Singh's case (supra) and to dispose of

the same at the earliest.

5. It  is,  however,  clarified  that  we  have  not  expressed  any

opinion on the merits of the case.

Main Matter(s)

6. In  deference  to  our  order  dated  08.09.2026,  the  CEC  has

submitted Report No. 26 of 2026 on 28.09.2026.  Learned Senior

Counsel for the State of Karnataka is granted two weeks’ time to

file their objections, if any.
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7. Similarly,  learned  Senior  Counsel  for  the  other  affected

parties also seek and are granted two weeks' time to file their

respective objections against the said report.

8. Post these matters on 29.10.2026 at 2 p.m. for consideration

of those objections, as well as for taking up the cases that fall

under  Categories  II  and  IV  onwards,  as  per  the  categorization

mentioned in paragraph 2 of this Court’s order dated 08.09.2026.

9. I.A. No.205913/2025, I.A. No.253645/2025, I.A. No.236242/2024

and I.A. No.131439/2025 (in SLP (Civil) Nos. 3585-3586/2024) and

I.A. No.13066/2026 and I.A. No.13069/2026 shall also be listed on

the next date of hearing.

(NITIN TALREJA)                            (PREETHI DILEEP KUMAR)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS                        DY. REGISTRAR
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